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Needed -- A Voice 


“Strong undercurrents of thought are sweeping hundreds of ministers 
out of the clear presentation of the Word of God in the pulpit, to institutional 
and social work, and the preaching of secular and semic-religious subjects, 
weak essays in social and economic themes, that are bound to starve the 
hearts of the hearers and ultimately wreck the power of their ministry. You 
know, many of us know, that there are ministers today by the hundreds 
heart-broken over the failure of their work, who, if a voice should speak loud 
enough, could be brought back into a satisfying, fruit-bearing expository 
preaching of the Truth. How glorious a thing it would be if, in the midst of 
the bewilderment that prevails today, the confusion of voices and the ac- 
cumulating burdens of the pastor, a journal should suddenly burst upon the 
Church, bringing confidence, encouragement, inspiration, and power to those 
whose task it is to proclaim the Gospel.” 


Wilbur M. Smith (Editor of Peloubet’s Notes) 


in a personal letter written in 1926. 


The Church Union Vote — 


Up to tha time this Journal went to press on January 26 six additional 
Presbyteries had voted Against Union bringing the total to thirty-three. These 
are listed as follows: 


Orange, Memphis, Bethel, Enoree, South Carolina and South- 
west Georgia. 
As of this same hour we have received word that Granville, Winston- 


Salem, Central Texas and Nashville have voted for Union since our last 
report. We plan to give a listing with the votes on each side in the next 


issue.-—H.B.D. 
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We Need Prayer 


This office has been so deluged by telegrams, 
long distance calls and letters since the question 
of union has been decided that it has been 
difficult to carry on one’s regular work. 


Again we would state that this is no time 
for gloating of any kind. It is a time for re- 
consecration and for prayer, that God might 
heal, bless and guide. 


There are some outside our church who are 
attempting to turn the recent votes to their 
own ends. This Journal has from its beginning 
sought to be a rallying point and not a divisive 
influence and we intend to keep it just that 
way. 


Again we would affirm our prayer and desire 
to make this paper one which glorifies God, 
honors His Word, strengthens faith, wins souls 
and advances Christ’s Kingdom: all of this 
within the framework of the Reformed Faith 
and historic Presbyterianism. 


We ask the prayers of all, that God will so 
guide and strengthen us. —H. B. D. 


“Nothing Less—Meets the Need”’ 


Some years ago there appeared a book en- 
titled, “Ihe Loom of the Law,” by J. A. R. 
Cairns. Mr. Cairns, a brilliant lawyer, Prosecut- 
ing Counsel, Deputy-Chairman of the County 
of London Sessions, and later Metropolitan Po- 
lice Magistrate, wrote of the broken lives which 
constantly came before his court: 


“In contact with certain types of offenders 
one is in contact with something more than 
a problem of psychology. They are indifferent 
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to the ideas and motives that impel and restrain 
the normal man, and they have fixed their 
standard of life on an almost animal basis. 
They live in a world that impinges on our 
world but is not of it. The hopes and fears, 
the sanctions and reactions, the punishments 
and rewards that operate in a normal life find 
no response in them. They accept the sanctions 
of the law and pass out to pay them usually 
without complaint. The urgent need is to 
create or recreate a purpose and to create or 
recreate effort. These offenders need an inspira- 
tion that something is worth while. They need 
a new conception of personal worth and _ indi- 
vidual responsibility. Some experience, some 
illusion, some belief must operate so power- 
fully that they break with the past and set out 
on a new future. What is needed, and nothing 
less will meet the facts, is a renewal of the 
will. In view of the teaching of science it is 
a large call to make on nature to cleanse the 
texture of the brain and wipe out the lusts and 
passions that have dominated the body through- 
out the years. That is regeneration with a 
vengeance, and it appears a scientific absurdity. 
But no consideration of crime and criminals 
can be complete without the most detinite and 
deliberate reference to the claims of the 
Galilean. 


“The Church claims that men can be made 
new. It actually uses the word “regeneration” 
as a human experience and necessity. ‘In Christ 
ye are a new creation’. That claim is emphatic; 
it is the condition precedent to the coming of 
the new order. The crippling limitations and 
lusts of life are not merely forgiven, they are 
dominated. There is an indwelling spirit or 
fellowship with Christ that so transforms and 
reforms that a man comes to glory in the 
frailties that are his because where frailties 
abound grace abounds much more. Just in the 
place of defeat and despair men meet the 
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illimitable and transforming power, so that the 
call to splendor of living is not conditioned 
by our frail human possibilities, but in pro- 
portion to the splendor of the call is the splen- 
dor of the power to realize and to be. If those 
claims are true, humanity has healing for its 
wayward children, and can transform the tears 
of anguish into the joys of new achievement. 
We can face the men of broken wills without 
despair, we can hope for them even to the ut- 
termost. But nothing less than this meets the 
needs of the broken. Literally they have got 
to be reborn in spirit and in will.” 


As we read these stirring words we could 
but think how often our efforts—the efforts 
of the Church itself—are directed at reform 
rather than redemption. If men are redeemed 
from their sins by the blood of Jesus Christ 
their reformation is an absolute and certain 
corollary. 


A few weeks ago a man brought his wife to 
our office. He was a burly bulldozer operator. 
While waiting for certain laboratory tests for 
his wife he volunteered the information that 
he had been an immoral man and a hard drink- 
er until one day fourteen years ago, he was 
introduced to the Lord Jesus Christ by a min- 
ister of limited training but with a great love 
and zeal for the souls of lost men. Then this 
man remarked: “I got up a new man and from 
that day I have lived for my Lord. He took 
the desire for liquor away from me instantly 
and He has been living in my heart ever since.” 


Modern science tells us that alcoholism is a 
disease but the Bible teaches that it is a grievous 
sin and experience proves that it, along with 
other sins of the flesh, as well as of the mind 
and spirit, can be cleansed and forgiven by the 
living Christ. 


We do not question but that a psychological 
approach is, at times, needed in dealing with 
sin. But, that psychological approach must be 
undergirded by belief in and dependence upon 
the transforming work made- available on the 
Cross. 


“Ye must be born again” is no empty phrase. 
Rather it is the statement of an absolute neces- 
sity. Thank God that with the definition of 
the need He also has provided the Way to meet 
the need and make the new-birth a reality. 


In many places today the Church has “out- 
grown such a crude approach to human prob- 


lems.”” But, the Gospel is still the power of 
God unto salvation to those who believe and 
where it is faithfully preached and His Spirit 
works, it still brings into the world “twice-born” 
men. 


No 


God Is In Heaven... 
Thou Art On Earth 
BUT 


The Word Is Nigh Thee, In 
Thy Mouth And In Thy Heart 


In a study on the paradoxes of S. Kierkegaard, 
Prof. Klaas Schilder uses the first of these texts 
to commend S. K. and his disciples; the second 
to point out their weaknesses. Over against 
the logic of Hegel which made God’s thought 
identical with our thought and the history of 
the world to conform with both; S. K. rightly 
insisted with Isaiah: “MY thoughts are not 
your thoughts, saith the LORD; neither are MY 
ways your ways. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and MY thoughts than your 
thoughts.”” But this school of thought erred 
in not adequately realizing the teaching of 
Deuteronomy and of Romans: One does not 
need to ascend into heaven or descend into the 
abyss to find the Word of salvation: ‘The 
Word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in 
thy heart: that is the word of faith, which 
we preach” namely - faith in His resurrection 
and confession of His Lordship. 


In much the same key the leading Calvinistic 
theologian of our day, Prof. G. C. Berkouwer 
of Amsterdam seeks to find the intent in the 
sundry presentations of the neo-orthodox and 
to get all the truth there is in such purpose, 
before stating his differences therefrom. Simi- 
larly, he asks that the neo-orthodox take not 
just any bad meaning that may be tortured 
from our orthodox statements; but that they 
seek out the intent of our classical formulations 
before differing with them. 
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It is peculiarly unfortunate to have Karl 
Barth charged with all the loose and semi- 
liberal views advocated by those liberals who 
are taking refuge under the cloak of neo-ortho- 
doxy. Pauck goes so far as to say that there 
is only one neo-orthodox scholar, namely Barth. 
For example, Brunner ascribes the Virgin Birth 
to Gnosticism, Niebuhr calls it theological 
jargon, but Barth proclaims and, in his own 
way, defends the Virgin Birth of Christ. After 
Amsterdam, Barth contended that the Christian 
truth be derived exclusively from the Bible 
against Niebuhr’s contention that it also be 
derived from the best human_ philosophy, 
psychology, economics, et al. The Lundensians 
object to God’s distributive justice and con- 
sequently to the “Latin” view of the atonement 
as to the satisfaction of Divine justice; Barth 
represents Christ as our substitute enduring for 
us at Calvary the wrath and judgment of God. 
In high Presbyterian places, the physical resur- 
rection is denied; in the Gifford lectures Barth 
mightily testifies to the corporeality of the Res- 
urrection, while his son Markus insists that the 
Risen Christ was touched and handled. “His 
appearance is not the apparition of a ghost.” 
While Union (N.Y.) theology is uncertain as 
to the personal Second Coming of Christ, Barth 
has come out clearly for this and other New 
Testament eschatological prophecies, as events 
that will occur. 


On the: other hand, such facts ought not to 
blind us to the weakness in the Barthian dis- 
ciples of Kierkegaard suggested by Schilder 
and pointed out by Berkouwer. With their 
recognition of the transcendence of God there 
is not an equal emphasis on the accommodatio 
De: which Calvin magnified. In presenting God 
as revealer and man as knower, Calvin dwells 
on the self-accommodation of God first to man’s 
finitude and then to human sinfulness. God 
speaks to sinful man as a mother does to her 
prattling babe. The acme of accommodation 
is the Incarnation of God in Christ and _ this 
supreme act of revelation is not to be obliterated 
by the Kierkegaardian proclamation of the 
absolute incognito of Christ. The veil of flesh 
did conceal the Godhead, but in such a way 
that it could be and was revealed in the mighty 
works, the gracious words, and the saving min- 
istry the Father gave the Son to do. As a result 
the men of Jesus’ generation were less excus- 
able than those of Nineveh. Nineveh repented 
at the preaching of Jonah and a Greater than 
Jonah faced the people of Palestine of the year 
30 A.-D. 


Similarly, we cannot agree that the eternal 
truth of God could not be put into human 
thoughts and words. As God did become man 
in Christ, so did He think our thoughts and 
use our words. So did God inspire the Apostles 
to understand His Christ, and the Old Testa- 
ment prophecies relating to Him. As a result, 
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they preached the Word of Faith, the Gospel 
which moved from their mouths into the hearts 
of their hearers - as the Holy Ghost gave and 
used the Word of God they preached. And 
today, we have this Word which sets forth Jesus 
Christ our Lord, in His virgin birth, His going 
about “doing good”, His words of grace, His 
expiatory death, His bodily resurrection, His 
ascension to the right hand of God, His reign 
as King over His Church, His coming again in 
glory as the yea and amen to all the promises 
of God: God’s Word: The Word spoken from 
Faith to Faith: The Word that saves. For, “if 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in thine heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 


For Professor H. L. Ellison of London, if 
we are to cover all the facts of revelation and 
spiritual experience, we say “that the Scriptures 
contain, are, and become the Word of God.” 
They contain God’s special, saving self-revela- 
tion; they are the divinely inspired record of 
this revelation; they become the saving Word 
of the living God speaking to me, as by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit I hear the Voice of 
the Good Shepherd in them. —W.C.R. 


REPENTANCE 


By Gordon Clark, Ph.D. 


From Chapter XV of the Westminster con- 
fession, on Repentance, four points may be 
selected for brief mention. 


The first point is to describe what repentance 
is. Such a description is necessary because 1r- 
religious people and people of non-Christian 
religions do not know the Christian meaning 
of the word. These people often think that 
repentance means being sorry for your sins. 
Now, it is true that repentance includes sorrow 
for sin, but it includes more. It is possible 
to be sorry for sin without repentance. A person 
may be sorry that he committed a crime because 
it got him into trouble. Such sorrow is not 
repentance. Repentance includes a godly sor- 
row for sin that recognizes sin for what it 
really is. And because the penitent recognizes 
sin for what it really is, namely, an offence 
against God, repentance also includes a turning 
to God. More specifically it includes a turning 
to God because of the apprehension of God’s 
mercy in Jesus Christ. This turning is called 
conversion, so that conversion is a part of re- 
pentance. Then further, hatred of sin and 
turning to God carries with it a desire to obey 
God’s commandments. These three aspects of 
repentance (sorrow, conversion, obedience) can 
be summed up in the etymological meaning of 
the word, which is, “a change of mind.” Re- 
pentance therefore is a change of mind with 
respect to sin and God. From this description 
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it will be seen that repentance is not an act 
that occurs just once or several times sporadi- 
cally: it is a life long habit, a continuing state 
of mind, a fixed disposition or temperament. 


Second, repentance, so understood, can only 
be an evangelical grace and a gift of God. 
Human nature as totally depraved cannot vol- 
untarily develop a holy hatred for sin nor turn 
to God. “There is none righteous, no, not one; 
there is none that seeketh after God.” Hence 
repentance, like faith, is a gift. This is taught 
in Zech. 12:10, and is explicitly stated in Acts 
5:31. 13:18, and I] Tim. 2:25. Since, as the 
Confession says, repentance is an evangelical 
grace, and this is clear from its description, 
it is given only to those who have been regen- 
erated. The man who is dead in sin cannot have 
a changed mind; he cannot have a holy hatred 
of sin; he can only be at enmity with God. 
But regeneration initiates a new life, whose 
activities include repentance. 


Now, third, the Scripture asserts definitely 
that repentance is necessary to salvation. Re- 
pentance is not necessary in order to be regen- 
erated, as if regeneration were a reward for 
a prior repentance. It is the other way around, 
repentance is a necessary consequence of re- 
generation; it is a necessary part of the process 
of salvation. Justification, sanctification, and 
glorification are other parts. Now, justification 
includes pardon for sin, but God does not 
grant pardon unless a sinner repents. 


Because of the necessary connection between 
repentance and pardon, the Unitarians, Mod- 
ernists, and Liberals have fallen into an error 
somewhat similar to a Roman Catholic error. 
Both groups mistakenly hold that repentance 
constitutes a ground for pardon and a satisfac- 
tion for sin. The Liberals adopt a moral influ- 
ence theory of the Atonement and teach that 
God accepts man on the ground of repentance, 
understanding repentance more as mere sorrow 
for sin without much apprehension of God’s 
mercy in Christ. —The Romanists take repent- 
ance to mean penance—a penalty prescribed by 
the priest, by which the sinner atones for his 
sin. This is an impertinent attempt to supple- 
ment the perfect satisfaction of Christ. Re- 
pentance, according to the Scriptures and our 
Confession, is not a satisfaction for sin; though 
there is no pardon without repentance. 


Now, fourth and finally, a godly sorrow for 
sin leads to confession. We must confess our 
sins to God and beg pardon through Christ. 
Then too, when one of our sins particularly 
injures our neighbor, we are bound to confess 
that sin to him and seek his pardon. Or, if our 
sin is one that scandalizes the church, we should 
be willing to confess publicly. But the Scripture 
says nothing about confessing our sins to a 
priest. This is a non-Christian invention of 
Rome. 
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Out Of The Bag!! 


“Protestants Get Detailed Plan 
for Eventual Unity of Churches 


By George Dugan 
Special to The New York Times 


CINCINNATI, Jan. 9—A plan for unification 
of American Protestanism is in the hands of de- 
nominational leaders for study. 


Existence of the detailed plan was made known 
in an “information” report prepared by the Com- 


mission on Church Union of the Methodist Church. 


The idea of eventual union will be presented to 
the assembly of Methodist boards and agencies now 


in session here. 


The report, prepared by Bishop Ivan Lee Holt 
of St. Louis, and Charles C. Parin, a lawyer, of 
New York, called the project the “most complete 
blueprint for a united church ever considered by 
American Protestantism.” Bishop Holt is chair- 
man of the commission and Mr. Parin is secretary. 


Whether or not the unity plan becomes operative, 
the report noted, “it will remain as one of the 
great papers in the history of the Protestant move- 
ment in this country.” 


The report made it clear that the blueprint 
for church union would not be formally submitted 
to denominational gatherings or made available for 
public study until it had been thoroughly canvassed 
by church leaders. It is understood that the plan, 
in essence, endeavors to embody the best in the 
traditions of Congregationalism, Presbyterianism 
and ‘‘Episcopal’’? Methodism. 


The unity blueprint was worked out by the 
Conference on Church Union, an interdenomina- 
tional body established in 1949 in Greenwich, Conn. 


Members of the conference include top-ranking 
churchmen representing the following denomina- 
tions: Methodist, Presbyterian U.S.A. (Northern), 
Presbyterian U.S. (Southern), Congregational 
Christian, Disciples of Christ, Evangelical and Re- 
formed, Colored Methodist Episcopal, African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion, and the International 
Council of Community Churches. The Protestant 
Episcopal Church participates in the Conference 
as an observer. 


The Conference on Church Union has produced 
several draft plans since its formation, but the 
current document is considered by the Methodist 
Commission on Church Union the “perfected text.”’ 


A major obstacle that the new plan may have 
succeeded in hurdling is the conflict between the 
Congregational form of government and the Meth- 
odist form of Episcopacy and discipline. 
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Illustrative of this problem is the dilemma in- 
volving title to church property. 


In churches of the Congregational types the local 
church has title to its property. In the Methodist 
Church each local church deed must contain a 
provision that the property is held in trust for the 
denomination. Neither side so far has been pre- 
pared to surrender on this point, but the wording 
of the blueprint appeared to indicate that a solution 
had been reached on the issue. 


The Commission on Church Union also noted 
that during the last six years it had been “earnestly 
pursuing” plans for the union of the Methodist 
Church and the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


Progress in these negotiations has reached the 
point where a joint meeting of twelve bishops from 
each church is being seriously considered to discuss 
the difficult issue of intercommunion. Many Epis- 
copalians consider the Sacrament of Communion 
exclusive rather than inclusive. 


In the event both the Quadriennial General 
Conferengé of the Methodist Church and the Tri- 
ennial General Conference of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church should approve a merger, the Com- 
mission report said, a uniting conference then would 
be held, with delegates from both bodies attending. 


“We recognize, of course,” the report added, 
“that both the drafting of a plan of union and 
the preparation for its presentation to the supreme 
governing bodies of the two present churches would 
take much careful and consecrated work.” 


The attitude of the Methodist Church toward 
Protestant unity was expressed this way in the 
Commission report: 


“Through the years of Methodist history, the - 
Methodist Church has supported united efforts in | 


Christendom whether they be movements of co- 
operation or church union. 


“It is impossible to think of a Methodist Church 
in a local community, a nation, or the world which 
does not cooperate with other denominations in the 
effort to build the Kingdom. Whenever in any 
land there is a plan for church union the Methodist 
Church is always part of it.” 

Formal meetings of the Methodist Board of 
Missions begin tomorrow. Yesterday, the Woman’s 
Division of Christian Service ended its two-day 
annual meeting. During the week all boards and 
agencies of the church will convene. 

The meeting in this city is the first general as- 
sembly of all agencies of the church since Methodist 
unification in 1939.” 


. . . Whose alumni are serving God and 
man in pulpits throughout the world... 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 
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Helps for Understanding 
Scripture Readings in 


Day by Day 
By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, Feb. 13, Hebrews 11:32-12:2. 

How many of the Old Testament saints in 
v. 32 are you familiar with? All of them looked 
forward to a promised Redeemer. How mighty 
was their faith (11:33-34)? What did they 
suffer for their faith (11:35-38)? Did they “re- 
ceive” the Promised One (11:39)? What ad- 
vantage have we over these Old ‘Testament 
saints (11:40,12:2)? Did they have someone 


who had “run ahead” of them? Have we (12:2) ?. 


They, who could only look forward to Christ's 
coming, surround .us as witnesses of a trium- 
phant faith (12:1). What, then, should we 
who have Christ do (12:1-2)? Am I willing to 
lay sin aside? Am I determined to keep my 
spiritual eyes on Jesus and follow Him at any 
cost? 

Monday, Feb. 14, I Kings 19:13b-18. 


Elijah has just won a great victory for the 
Lord (18:20-40) , but in 19:4 we find him giving 
way to fear and depression. What two reasons 
does he give to God for his despondency (v.14) ? 
Is there any doubt in God’s mind that His cause 
is going to succeed in Israel (v.15-18)? Jezebel, 
a follower of Baal, now reigned over the land, 
but God’s chosen men soon were to_ rule 
(vv.15-17). Was Elijah justified in feeling that 
he was alone and that God’s cause was lost 
(v.18)? Does the temporary triumph of evil 
obscure from my vision the final triumph of 
God’s cause? 

Tuesday, Feb. 15, Galatians 3:23-29. 


Before Christ’s coming Israel was confined 
under the law (ten commandments) (v.23). 
What was the purpose of the law (v.24)? What 
figure is used to describe this function of the 
law (vv.24,25)? One function of the law was 
to reveal sin. How would this prepare men 
for faith in Christ? Is recognizing one’s sin 
a step in coming to Christ? Notice what results 
when a_ person puts his trust in Christ 
(vv.25-29): He no longer lives as a child before 
a schoolmaster, but as a son before his heavenly 
Father (vv.25-26) ; he has Christ Himself dwell- 
ing within (v.27); he enjoys a unique oneness 
with others of like mind regardless of varying 
backgrounds (v.28): he is an heir to God’s 
promises (v.29). A person who lives without 
Christ today is still under the law. Am I ap- 
preciative of the new status I have before God 
as a Christian? 

Wednesday, Feb. 16, Acts 11:19-26. 


Until this time the Gospel has been preached 
only to the Jews. (Notice v.19) What new de- 
velopment took place in v.20? What was the 
result (v.21)? How did the Jerusalem Church 
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react (v.22)? How did Barnabas react (v.23) ? 
What steps did he take to strengthen the 
Church (v.23-26)? List the ways in which this 
early Church acted intelligently in the face of a 
new situation (vv.22-26). Notice other factors 
that were responsible for the success of this 
early Church: God’s hand was upon it 
(vv.21,23); it overcame adverse circumstances 
(v.19); it has consecrated leadership (v.24); it 
was a growing church (vv.21,24) ; it did a thor- 
ough, complete piece of work (vv.23,26). In 
what ways can I help my local Church to meas- 
ure up to the example of this early Church? 


Thursday, Feb. 17, Romans 1:8-15. 

Paul had never visited the Church in Rome. 
What did he know about it (v.8)? Could this 
mm any measure be said of my Christian life? 
For what was Paul praying (vv.9-10) ? What was 
the motivation of Paul’s prayer (vv.11-16) ? Was 
the motivation selfish? Is Paul being egotistical 
in vv. 11&12, or does he merely recognize the 
grace God has put into his life to help other 
people? Notice in v. 14 Paul’s feeling that he 
must share the good news of the Gospel. Is 
there any yearning in my life to share with 
others (even strangers) what Christ has revealed 
of Himself to me? 

Friday, Feb. 18, Luke 24:25-35. 3 

Two disciples were nearing Emmaus (v.13). 
Jesus, having risen from the grave, joined them, 
but they did not recognize Him. What did 
He teach them from the Scriptures (vv.25-27) ? 
What impact did His teaching make upon their 
hearts (v.32)? What happened in vv. 28-29? 
Would Christ have gone on if the disciples had 
not constrained Him to stay? What new revela- 
tion did they receive (v.31)? How would the 
breaking of bread cause the disciples to recog- 
nize Christ (vv.30,31,35)? What other event 
does it remind you of? (See Luke 22:17-19). 
Notice, again, that the disciples had to constrain 
Christ to remain (v.29). When the Lord has 
taught me some wonderful spiritual truth, does 
it prompt me to press on to deeper fellowship 
with Him? What lesson can v.29 teach me? 


Saturday, Feb. 19, Revelation 7:9-12. 

How are verses 9 and 10 the fulfillment. of 
the Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20? 
How extensive is the area Christ has commis- 
sioned us to disciple (Matthew 28:19)? Will 
this be accomplished (Rev. 7:9)? What state- 
ment of authority does Christ make in Matthew 
28:18? How do the redeemed of earth echo 
this statement (Rev. 7:9-10)? the heavenly 
beings (Rev. 7:11-12). How are you impressed 
as to the grandeur of our message from these 
verses? Most of the peoples of the earth have 
yet to hear the glorious news of so great a 
salvation. How can I possibly hold back from 
sharing this news with others? Has God shown 


me specifically that He wants me to stay at 


home? Am I living in disobedience by not re- 
sponding to His commission? 
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“NOW MORE THAN EVER” 


By Rev. J. S. Robinson 


Often we hear some radio or television an- 
nouncer use these words, “Now more than 
ever’—and then he proceeds to tell the won- 
ders of a new kind of gasoline, or some brand 
of cigarette, or some household cleaning fluid. 
These words are applicable to many phases of 
the Christian life. 

Now more than ever the crime wave of the 
nation is raging, and we stand in awe of what 
the next few decades may bring. Mr. J. Edgar 
Hoover says, “Seven out of eight children quit 
church and Sunday school before they reach 
fifteen. The nation harbors three times as many 
criminals, increasingly young, as it has college 
students.” Now more than ever the liquor 
traffic is running rampant and contributing in 
a large measure to the increase of crime in all 
areas. The very foundations of our national 
society are being violently shaken by the drink 
evil. 

Now more than ever the menace of Com- 
munism is plaguing the nations, and no man 
is wise enough to say how far this threatening 
evil may go before it is checked. For this 
reason, more than ever, the governments of the 
world, especially our own, are finding it neces- 
sary to appropriate larger and larger sums of 
money for the cost of wars past and future. 
Such a thing as a balanced budget in our coun- 
try seems far ahead. 

Now more than ever men are frightened at 
the thought of the havoc that may be wrought 
by the use of the A-bomb or the more dreadful 
H-bomb. Doubtless this is a fulfillment of 
Christ’s words when He said, “There shall be 

. upon the earth distress of nations, with per- 
plexity . . . men’s hearts failing them for fear, 
and for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth” (Luke 21:25,26). 

Now more than ever Christians should be 
looking for and expecting the second coming 
of Christ. Certainly that day is nearer than 
ever before. We cannot afford to be among 
the scoffers who say, “Where is the promise of 
his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, 
all things continue as they were from the be- 
ginning of the creation” (II Peter 3:4). Neither 
can we afford to be ignorant, for Paul says, 
“TI would not have you to be ignorant,” when 
discoursing on this mighty coming event. (I 
Thessalonians 4:13). “Now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed” (Romans 13:11). 
Surely, “The sands of time are running out.” 

Now more than ever the Church of Christ 
needs a genuine revival. That revival will come, 
not through a world organization, for it is, 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts’ (Zechariah 4:6). We 
need to pray as never before for this revival. 

Now more than ever the Christian needs to 
be on the alert. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 13 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


New Life In Christ 


Background Scripture: John 3:1-21; 10:7-16; 


Acts 16:19-34; 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
Devotional Reading: Romans 8:1-11. 


Our Devotional Reading is taken from one of the greatest chapters in the Bible. In the opening 
verses, 1-11, Paul is telling us how we may be sure that we are Christians, and in the remaining 
verses, he tells us some of the wonderful blessings that come to God’s children. How can I know 
that I am a Christian? By the New Life I live as a Christian. Two contrasting expressions reveal 
our real character: “Who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit’; ‘““The mind of the flesh 


is death; but the mind of the Spirit is life and 
peace”, “Now if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his”. 


A great change has taken place, both within, 
and without. In our outward life, instead of 
walking after the flesh (our old regenerate 
nature) , we walk after the Spirit, led by Him. 
A great change has come within; we have the 
mind of the Spirit, instead of the old mind of 
the flesh. Our manner of life, and our motives 
in life have been transformed; we are “In 
Christ Jesus,” and there is no condemnation for 
us. 

In the selections for study we see more of the 
“New Life in Christ.” 


I. Born of the Spirit: 
John 3:1-21. 

This is one of the best known chapters in 
the gospel of John. It records the conversation 
between “Two Teachers”; “The teacher of 
Israel’, or The earthly teacher, and The Teach- 
er from heaven, The Heavenly Teacher. They 
are discussing a most vital and interesting sub- 
ject: the New Birth. Nicodemus, the teacher 
of Israel, seemed to be entirely ignorant con- 
cerning this matter, and The Teacher from 
above had to explain it to him. Let us notice 
some of the points in His explanation. 


The New Birth is absolutely necessary: “Ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. There must be a regeneration; 
that which is born of the flesh, is flesh; that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 


The new birth is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus illustrates it by the blowing of the wind. 
We hear the sound, but we do not see the wind. 
We see what it does, as the wheat field waves, 
or as the trees bend, or the clouds fly across 
the sky, but we do not actually see the wind. 
So with the work of the Spirit in the heart. 
We cannot see the Spirit as He cleanses and 
fills and changes that heart, but we can see 
what happens to the man. When evil men are 
changed to good men; when thieves are turned 
into honest men, and drunkards into sober men; 
when those who hate are turned into those who 
love; we know something radical has taken 
place: a New Life means a new heart; the man 
has been “born again”! 


The New Birth comes through Faith in Jesus 
Christ. Jesus gives another illustration, taken 
this time trom Numbers 21:9: ‘As Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up: that whosoever 
believeth in Him ‘should not perish, but have 
eternal life. Moses made a serpent of brass and 
set it upon a pole, (the very image of the thing 
which had bitten them), and all the Israelites 
who looked, lived. So, by faith, we “look and 
live”; we look to Jesus on the cross, made sin 
for us Who knew no sin, and by this look of 
faith, we live; we have New Life; we are ‘‘born 
again.” 


Then Jesus gives to Nicodemus that wonder- 
ful verse, John 3:16, which is the very heart 
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of the Big Gospel. As in the illustration above, 
the connecting link between the sinner and 
salvation is FAITH; Whosoever believeth in 
Him might not perish, but have everlasting life. 
We pass from death to life; we are “born again” 
when in simple faith we “believe.” 


Nicodemus had asked, How can these things 
be and Jesus was answering that very important 
question. When a sinner, out of a true sense 
of his sin, looks in faith to Jesus Christ, he is 
saved, born from above; when he believes on 
Jesus Christ, he is saved, born anew. 


Verse eighteen was used by one of our great 
preachers, Dr. Breckenridge, to bring convic- 
tion to the heart of an avowed infidel, or 
skeptic. It was at a meeting of the General As- 
sembly, and he was being entertained in the 
home of this man, his wife being a sincere 
Christian, deeply concerned about her husband. 
Ynstead of arguing with this man, who loved 
to argue, he quoted this verse; “He that be- 
lieveth is not condemned; but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God’. The man could not get this verse 
out of his mind, and came to the pastor of 
the church, after the Assembly had adjourned, 
seeking and finding salvation. Here is an in- 
stance of the skillful use of the “Sword of the 
Spirit.” 

In verses 19-21 we are given the real reason 
for men being lost: “Light has come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds are evil’. It is love of sin 
that keeps men from being saved. If we will 
“come to the Light’, we will find salvation. 

Have we been “born again”? Have we looked 
in faith to Christ? Have we believed in Him? 
Have we come to the light? All who “look”, 
and “believe”, and ‘come’, are “Born again”, 
are saved. They have passed from death to 
life. 


II. Entering the Door: 
John 10:7-16. 

“T am the Door : by Me if amy man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture”. Safety; Freedom; Food; are all 
found in Christ. When the sheep are put in 
the fold at night the shepherd often lies down 
in the entrance, to protect his sheep and keep 
them in the fold. The Saviour is our Shepherd; 
He lays down His life for the sheep. 

The sheep do not stay in the fold all the 
time. They go in and out and find pasture. 
So Christ makes us free. We are not chained 
and bound. We are not free, however, to do as 
we please, or go where we please. We are not 
to wander into forbidden paths. We are to 
follow the Shepherd and go where He leads. He 
leads into green pastures, and beside the still 
waters. 

Perhaps there is no imagery that describes 
the relation between Christ and His followers 
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better than that of Shepherd and sheep, when 
we think of that relationship as it existed in 
the East. It is frequently used to show the 
simplicity and beauty of the Christian life. 
Those who are out in sin are like sheep not 
having a shepherd; those who are saved are 
those who hear His voice and follow Him. 
Here again, the connecting link is FAITH; 
faith to hear, faith to follow where He leads. 
Can each of us say, The Lord is MY Shepherd? 
lI. “What must I do to be saved’? 

Acts 16:25-34. 

Paul had seen the vision, and heard the call 
to come over into Macedonia and help us. His 
first convert was a woman named Lydia. ‘The 
party of disciples made their home with her. 
Then a certain damsel kept following ‘Paul 
and us’, and cried out, These are the servants 
of the Most High God, which show unto us the 
way of salvation. Paul was grieved with this 
sort of uninvited testimony, and commanded 
the evil spirit to come out of her. When the 
masters of the girl saw that their hope of gain 
was gone they caught Paul and Silas and drew 
them to the rulers charging them with teaching 
customs which were not lawful for them to re- 
ceive, being Romans. They were put in prison, 
the inner prison, and their feet made fast in 
stocks. 

At midnight, while Paul and Silas were pray- 
ing and singing, there came an earthquake, the 
foundations of the prison were shaken, the 
doors opened, and all their bands loosed. The 
keeper of the prison, supposing that the pris- 
oners were escaped, was about to kill himself, 
when Paul called to him, Do yourself no harm; 
we are all here. Then the jailer came in trem- 
bling and fell at their feet saying, Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved? Notice the simplicity 
and directness of the answer: Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved and 
thy house. He and all his were baptized, 
straightway. 

In this incident we see New Life coming into 
a sinner’s soul, and it comes as he, through 
faith, is “in Christ”. The hardened Roman 
soldier, convicted of sin, receives Christ as his 
personal Saviour, and becomes a new man. The 
steps are two: conviction of sin, and Faith in 
Christ. How simple, yet how tremendous! A 
soul is ‘born again” at midnight, in a jail. 

This miracle takes place over and over again. 
The circumstances vary; the essentials remain. 
In the first two converts in Europe we see 
striking differences, but the same underlying 
principles. Lydia was a praying woman; the 


_ Lord opened her heart, and she became a Chris- 


tian through faith. The jailer, under startling 
circumstances, became a Christian also. 
IV. A New Creature: 
2 Corinthians 5:17. 

‘“‘New Creation’, with a New Motive; a New 
Vision; and a New Message for the world. 
Transformed “In Christ’. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 13 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


India, _A Land of Opportunity For Christianity 


Hymn: “From Greenland’s Icy Mountains’’ 
Prayer 

Scripture: Luke 4:16-21. 

Hymn: “O Love Divine, That Stooped To 


Share”’ 

Otfering 

Hymn: “Lord, Her Watch Thy Church Is 
Keeping” 


LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: 


The World Mission study for the Church this 
year is India, Pakistan, and Ceylon... Our own 
denomination does not have mission work in 
these countries, but we have much to learn from 
what other churches are doing there and from 
the opportunities which these lands offer. 

Our thought in this program will be confined 
to India. India is a land of which we have 
heard a great deal but about which we still 
know so little. It may well be described as 
a land of contrasts. It contains some areas which 
are very crowded and others which are quite 
desolate. In an area half the size of the United 
States live 360 millions of people. It is a land 
of the extremely rich and the extremely poor. 
Some of the richest people in the world live 
there, but there are literally millions who are 
starving to death. It is both a land of religion 
and a land of hopelessness. Seventy per cent 
of the péople are Hindus, 25 per cent are 
Moslems, and a meager 1.5 per cent are Chris- 
tians. The people are very loyal to the major 
religions, but their taith and devotion offer 
them little in the way of hope. 

India is a land of learning and ignorance. 
Throughout the years this civilization has pro- 
duced great thinkers, scholars, and leaders, but 
the majority of the people cannot even read. 
It is a land of progress and primitiveness. India 
has made great strides in recent years in govern- 
ment, education, industry, and agriculture, but 
ancient practices and methods are still to be 
seen alongside the signs of twentieth century 
advance. 

It is easy to see that these marked contrasts 
make for problems, but there are also signs of 
hope for a better life for these people. You 
may be sure that Christianity has had an im- 
portant part in the progress that has been made 
and that the Church of Christ has great oppor- 
tunities at the present and in the future. Our 
speakers will tell of the opportunities and prob- 
lems which the Church faces in India. 


First SPEAKER: 
The Church has an opportunity to lead the 
Indian people to a better material life. Most 
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people who are sick and starving are willing 
to receive help even from those of whom they 
are suspicious. The present government of India 
is not too cordial to Christianity as such but 
is glad to welcome missionaries who will found 
hospitals and schools and who can help with 
the industrial and agricultural advance. While 
they may not be anxious to listen to the Gospel 
of Christ, people are willing to accept practical 
proofs of Christian love and concern. This is 
a situation which the representatives of Christ 
have faced in many places. The normal result 
in such situations is that those who receive 
the Gospel in deeds will eventually welcome 
its teaching and preaching. There is no ques- 
tion about the opportunity for material help in 
India, and it is an open door to spiritual op- 
portunity. 

As our leader has already told us, the Chris- 
tians in India constitute a very small minority. 
This is a very real disadvantage. A minority 
always has mountains of opposition to over- 
come. The problem is made doubly difficult 
in India due to the fact that the two major 
religions, Moslem and Hindu, are especially sus- 
picious of Christianity and antagonistic toward 
it. As is true of Christianity wherever it has 
gone, it has already made wonderful contribu- 
tions in India, but the people of the other re- 
ligions are slow to admit it. In many areas 
the converts to Christ have been made almost 
altogether among people of the lowest castes. 
The low caste people are held in contempt 
by their other countrymen, and their reception 
of Christianity makes them even more despised. 
The high castes are resentful of a religion which 
seeks to exalt these lowly ones to a state of 
value and happiness. While there is this deep 
resentment in the hearts of many, there are 
others who are just as deeply impressed to 
learn that the Son otf God considers all men 
worthwhile and worth dying to save. Chris- 
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tianity works as leaven. It may be working | 


slowly in India, but it is working surely. 


THIRD SPEAKER: 

All of us are undoubtedly aware that Com- 
munism is making a tremendous bid to win 
India. We ought to realize that their chances 
are good for accomplishing its goal. Its prom- 
ises of prosperity sound sweet in the ears of 
the millions who are starving. Many able young 
Indians have dedicated themselves with fierce 
loyality to sell communism to their people, and 
they are meeting with no little success. We 
recognize this as a threat to India and to the 
world. The communists recognize that India 
is ripe for a change in their way of life, and 
we may be sure that they will be trying des- 
perately to meet every opportunity. The threat 
of a communistic India adds to the importance 
of the Christian opportunity in that great land. 
If the communists can be so zealous in urging 
their false way of life on India, should we not 
be much more zealous in presenting to them 
the true way of life in Christ? Some _ people 
are saying that it is now or never for the Chris- 
tian church in India, and there may be truth 
in what they say. 


PRIicE H. Gwynn, JR. 
DEAN OF THE COLLEGE 
FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 
Red Springs, North Carolina 


To All My Fellow Presbyterians U. S.: 


The battle of union is over. Let us hope 
that the guns on both sides will cease tiring. 
This is no time to gloat over victory or to be 
resentful in defeat. 


As a Commissioner to the next General As- 
sembly in Richmond, I am trying to think of 
steps which that Assembly might take to bind 
up the divisions in our church and heal the 
bitterness in many hearts. A great pool of sug- 
gestions along this line from sincere people all 
over the church ought to be made available to 
the Commissioners of the 1955 Assembly. If 
we could just channel a portion of the amazing 
energy, which has been used during the past 
two years for the purpose of debating each other, 
into constructive work for the Kingdom, we 
would turn our beloved Southland upside down. 


Above all, let us be in constant prayer for the 
next Assembly from now until its closing ses- 
sion. Much depends upon its spirit and its 
wisdom under God’s guidance. 

Sincerely yours, 
Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 


Recommend The¥Journal To Friends 
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307 BUFFALO STREET 
STATESVILLE, N. C. 
January 20, 1955. 


The Editors 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal & 
The Presbyterian Outlook 

Weaverville, N. C. & Richmond, Virginia. 


Gentlemen: 


A reprint of an article in the “National Mis- 
sions Reporter,’ entitled, “Union — — Is 
Defeated?”’, is apparently being given wide dis- 
tribution throughout our Southern Presbyterian 
Church. At least 14 of the lengthy article is 
based upon a false and very unfortunate (and 
unintentional, I’m sure) interpretation of two 
facts that I brought out in an article I wrote 
for The Presbyterian Outlook entitled, “Now, 
I’m For Union” (July 5, 1954). ‘The article 
by Mr. Thomas Cross puts me in a bad light 
indeed, and if this article is being given wide 
distribution, I would be very grateful if you 
would print this letter in your paper and I am 
sure that it will clear up the matter. 


In my July article for The Presbyterian Out- 
look I was not attempting to justify those who 
are out of accord with the Standards of our 
Church. I was merely trying to show that 
there are ministers in our Church, as well as 
the U.S.A. Church, who are out of accord with 
our Standards. I do not believe that a man 
who holds only the moral influence theory of 
the atonement is in accord with our. Standards; 
nor do I believe that one who realizes that he 
is out of accord is honest if he does not report 
his change. I do not regard such a man as fit 
for a Southern Presbyterian pulpit, as Mr. Cross 
leads his readers to believe. Actually, he may 
not be as far out of line as he thinks he is, but 
I would not respect or admire a man who is 
not honest enough to report his change. 


I have talked with many men who are op- 
posed to union, men who carefully read my 
article, and not one has misread my statements; 
therefore it is surprising indeed that Mr. Cross 
read something into my statements that was 
never there. I know that many people will 
read his article without seeing my explanation, 
which means that I will be on the list of “those 
who are unsound” that many are at least men- 
tally keeping today. I harbor no _ bitterness 
toward my brother who misinterpreted what I 
said, and I know that if and when he sees this 
explanation that he will be sorry for his unin- 
tentional mistake. 

Very sincerely, 
Earl Downey. 
Statesville, N. C. 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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Still They Come 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES 
Stockbridge — Kelley 


George Dameron, Minister 


Stockbridge, Ga. 
January 19, 1955 


Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


Dear Sirs: 


We the Session of the Stockbridge Presbyterian 
Church, Atlanta Presbytery, Synod of Georgia, 
having heard presented both sides of the proposed 
plan of Union, unanimously rejected the plan on 
January 13, 1955. We feel that it is unwise 
and not for the best interest of the Church to 
unite with the other two Presbyterian bodies. 


Sincerely, 


George E. Dameron, Moderator 
Ralph Thompson, 
Clerk of the Session 


Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


Dear Sirs: 


We the Session of the Kelly Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta Presbytery, Synod of Georgia, having heard 
presented both sides of the proposed plan of Union, 
unanimously rejected the plan on January 9, 1955. 
We feel that it is unwise and not for the best 
interest of the Church to unite with the other 
two Presbyterian bodies. 


Sincerely, 


George E. Dameron, Moderator 
M. G. Ricks, Clerk of the Session 


Officers Take Action 


Richmond, Va. — At a joint meeting of the 
Elders and Deacons of Montrose Presbyterian 
Church on Monday, January 10, 1955, a vote 
was taken on the proposed Union of the U.S.A., 
U.S., and United Presbyterian denominations. 


The result of the vote was 
against such union. 


unanimously 


We are all in accord that the many reasons 
against Union, far outweigh those in favor of 
Union. We do not believe that separate organi- 
zations of outward nature prevent or hinder 
the Unity of the Church as the Body of Christ. 


Our present bodies have many members 
which work beautifully together for the good 
of the whole body. 
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The Unity that the Head of the Church 
prayed for, and it is so vitally necessary, is a 
Unity of Faith, of Love, and Oneness in the 
Spirit. 

Futhermore, we are of the decided opinion 
that the agitation of this question has hindered 
the work of the Lord, and that any further 
agitation will do harm instead of good both 
in our own denomination, and in the work of 
the Kingdom as a whole. 


We would, therefore, respectfully and earn- 
estly request that East Hanover Presbytery over- 
ture the General Assembly to discontinue its 
committee on Union. 


We have, therefore, authorized our moderator 
and clerk to sign, for us, this petition. 


ANGLERS 
(By the Editor of The Testament 


For Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 93 


Sometimes Surprising Results 

As a boy, walking through the woods one 
day, I saw the tail of a ’possum sticking through 
the leaves in the hollow of a tree high above 
the ground. Evidently the ‘possum was unaware 
that its tail was exposed. Removing my shoes 
I proceeded to climb the tree, to take hold 
of the tail and jerk the ’possum out so it would 
fall to the ground, my younger brother on 
guard at the bottom of the tree with a stick 
to strike when the ‘possum hit the ground. 
It worked, and with surprising results. Five 
baby ‘possums tumbled out with the mother 
and we captured every one of them—six instead 
of one. 


Many years later, a similar numerical result 
took place in soul winning. We had some neigh- 
bors, a man and his wife who were not Chris- 
tians. They were the kind who are hard to 
get acquainted with. Their one and only child 


died, which gave us an opportunity to befriend © 


them in their sorrow and it evidently touched 
them. One Sunday afternoon, soon afterward, 
the man was sitting on his front porch as I 
drove by. I stopped and called to him and he 
came out to the car. I asked him to get in and 
ride with me a few minutes, as I had something 
important to talk to him about. He climbed 
in with an expression of questioning surprise 
on his face. After driving a block or two I 
asked him to surrender his life to Jesus Christ. 
He was silent just a moment or two and agreed 
to do it. We had reached a quiet, shady place, 
and I stopped the car, took his extended hand 
as it met mine, and we had a little prayer. 
Then I asked him to come to the church and 
be baptized into God’s family. He said he 
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would if he could persuade his wife to join 
with him. We drove back to his house and 
his wife seemed glad to take her stand with 
him. They immediately began planning to 
win her sister and husband. This was accom- 
plished the following week, when I learned 
that the father and mother of the two sisters, 
both in their 80’s, were not Christians. That 
led to a combined effort with the old folks, 
and the mother capitulated very quickly; but 
the old man was hardened in his long resistance 
of the Spirit. However, he was unable to hold 
out long against the accumulating forces and 
the power of the Holy Spirit being continually 
invoked for his salvation, so he finally yielded, 
too. We had the great joy of seeing the old 
couple standing before the pulpit with their 
daughters and their husbands, being baptized 
in the name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost. Six for one! Sometimes the fish- 
erman goes home with more fish than he ex- 
pected. 


“It is no secret what God can do!”’ 


Women’s Work 


I Love To Write 


Witnessing for Christ may be oral or it can be 
written. I choose to give my testimony to the 
latter. A former pastor taught me that all accept- 
able testimonies must be given in first person, sin- 
gular number, so I will adhere to this rule. The 


Lord led me out into using my pen to bring cheer 


to folks of various sorts and I will share a few 
such experiences with you, not testifying of what 
was sent out but of what came back. 

I wrote a letter to one of our church girls when 
she graduated from high school and fifteen years 
after her marriage I visited in her home and she 
said, “I still have that letter that yoy wrote me 
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when I graduated and that letter I will always 
keep.” 

A woman told me that she has a postal card 
that I wrote but it was not addressed to her but 
she prizes it very highly. She bought a sewing 
machine at a public sale and the card was in one 
of the drawers. She said that card is a keepsake. 


I wrote a letter to a former neighbor upon the 
death of her husband. Several years later she was 
taken by death. Her daughter told me that her 
mother said that letter shall never be lost and 
before her death she arranged for its perpetual 
safe keeping. 


What I say may be forgotten or even misquoted 
but like Pilate of old, ““What I have written I 
have written.” I do not recall the contents of 
these letters but He knows. If any word of mine 
can be used of Him to bring cheer to another dare 
I withhold my pen? Writing letters is a joy to 
me, it has actually developed into a hobby. 


—Susan J. Balsbaugh. 


DID YOU KNOW THAT? ? P 


THAT 80 per cent of the people of Korea now 
live in South Korea? 


THAT when North Korea was taken over by 
the Reds without the consent of the Korean 
people, some three million people ‘voted with 
their feet’ by fleeing to South Korea over a 
period of three years? 


THAT about 20 million people now live in South 
Korea, an area smaller than the State of Ohio, 
making more than 500 people to the square mile? 


THAT Korea is so mountainous only about one 
acre in three or four can be farmed? 


THAT 10 million Koreans fled from their homes 
during the past seven years, most of them losing 
all their possessions, and many of whom are 
still refugees ? 


THAT some three or four million are still listed 
as destitute? 


THAT Korea has more than 100,000 orphans and 
more than 300,000 fatherless families ? 


THAT the invasion cost Korea more than 600,000 


homes, leveled one fourth of its villages, and 
damaged all but two of its major cities? 


THAT Korea has had more casualties as a result 
of this Communist invasion than the United 
States of America has had in all its wars from 
the time of George Washington to the time of 
the Korean armistice? 
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THAT many thousands of Korean Christians and 
other civilian leaders were brutally killed, while 
some 30,000 or more are believed still held 
captive in North Korea? 


THAT more than 300 Korean Christian pastors 


lost their lives in the war? 


THAT at this hour of trial the Korean church 
is growing rapidly, the chief handicap being 
lack of church buildings and lack of men to 
preach the gospel message? 


—Christian World Facts. 


My Resolution 


I am resolved: 


To be so busy, brave, and true that I will have 
no time to fuss, fight, or worry. 


To be better to my neighbors, and help them 
to be better to me. 


To have something good to say, or nothing to 
say, about my fellow men. 


To think, plan, and talk health, happiness, and 
prosperity. 


To think best thoughts, to do best deeds, and 
expect best results. 


To see and emphasize the good in everyone. 


To see and point out the bright side of each 
situation, 


To be guided by ‘“What’s the good?” rather 
than “What’s the harm?” 


To forgive, even if I can’t forget, every injustice. 


To keep so busy building up that I will have 
no time for tearing down. 


To think, speak, and act so as to promote peace, 
security, and good will. 


—From Home Life. 


God Spake By Moses 
By Oswald T. Allis 


One of America’s foremost Old Testament 
scholars, shows the essential unity 
of the Pentateuch. 


$2.00 
All Orders Postpaid 
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Church News 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Statement of Receipts 
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31, 1954 
THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


$716,899.00 
Receipts through Dec. 3lst 476,566.80 
Percentage of annual budget received 66.5 


for the church year ending Dec. 31st 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Receipts through Dec. 3lst 17,296.11 
Percentage of annual budget received 78.6 


for the church year ending Dec. 31st 
—E. C. Scott, ‘Treasurer. 


Maryland Avenue 


Presbyterian Church 
Baltimore, Maryland 


After having been in existence for over 67 
years Maryland Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Baltimore, Maryland, has had to close its doors, 
the neighborhood having entirely changed, the 
loss of many members by death, moving to the 
suburbs and other things over which we had 
no control. 


The last service was the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper on the morning of Sunday, Jan- 
uary 2nd, 1955. 


During the years we had the following pastors: 


Rev. Alexander D. McClure 1888 to 1891 
Rev. Joseph A. Vance 1891 to 1899 
Rev. William C. Alexander 1900 to 1903 
Rev. Davison McDowell Douglas 1904 to 1911 
Rev. William J. McMillan 1912 to 1931 
Rev. Thomas C. Bryan 1931 to 1946 
Rev. Howard C. Cobbs 1946 to 1948 
Rev. William A. Rhoad 1949 to 1954 


Maryland Avenue was for many years one of 
the leading churches in North Baltimore and 
for many years had a very successful Chinese 
Sunday School. 

From it went into the ministry Revs. Adolph 
E. Baker, Albert Dale Gretta, C. B. Curtis, J. 
Warren Hastings and Willis Thompson, and 
during World War I, Ulius L. Amos, was en- 
gaged in Y. M. C. A. work in the Grecian Army. 


This church was the outgrowth of a Mission 
Sunday School started by a colony from Frank- 
lin Street Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, of 
which the then pastor was Rev. W. U. Murk- 
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land. It was organized on October 7th, 1887, 
with 37 charter members. Two years later the 
membership had increased to 82 with a Sunday 
School enrollment of 181. The church soon 
became self-supporting and contributed to all 
the church causes. 


During the pastorate of Dr. Vance the church 
building was enlarged and a manse was erected 
next door. During the next few years the 
church made a fine growth. 


The proceeds of the sale of the property are 
to be transferred to Potomac Presbytery, Synod 
of Virginia, to be used for the erection of a 
new church in the vicinity of Baltimore as soon 
as a suitable site can be found, it to bear in 
its name the word “Maryland.” 


Several of its members have already taken 
their letters to the Franklin Street Church, our 
“Mother Church.” 


It is with deep regret this announcement has 
to be made, but in this life there are many 
changes that have to be made, and we feel that 
the influence of this church will be a lasting 
one in the lives of its members. 

J. Alex. Johnson, 
Springtown Road, 
Sparks, Maryland. 


CHRISTIAN RE-EMPHASIS WEEK 
AT QUEENS 


Charlotte, N. 
Jr., minister of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Tallahassee, Fla., will conduct the services at 
Queens College during Christian Re-Emphasis 
Week, February 21-25. The program is spon- 
sored by the Queens Christian Association of 
which Miss Mary McLaney, Charlotte, is presi- 
dent. Dr. Martin will hold two services daily, 
and there will be opportunities for group and 
individual student conferences with him while 
he is on campus. 


P. C. SENIOR SUPERLATIVES 


Clinton, S$. C. — Presbyterian College senior 


superlatives, chosen for inclusion in the college 


yearbook, were announced today by PaC SaC © 


Editor Jack Edmunds. 


The nominees were named on a secret vote 
by members of the senior class. The 1955 su- 
perlatives: 

Tommy Stallworth of Atlanta—best all-round, 
and most likely to succeed; George Blue of 
Union—most popular, and best athlete; Jack 
Edmunds—most friendly, and _ best dressed; 
Charles Mayers of Mullins—most handsome; 
and Greg Elam of Lansdale, Pa.—best informed. 
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NEW DORM FOR 
PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 


Clinton, S. C. — Plans move forward toward 
an early start on construction of the new dormi- 
tory at Presbyterian College, according to an 
announcement made today by President Mar- 
shall W. Brown. 


Dr. Brown said he expects ground to be 
broken on the project sometime during the first 
week in March. The architects have agreed to 
have the building ready for use at the start of 
the first semester next fall. 


Detailed specifications on the dormitory will 
be turned over to contractors for bidding around 
the middle of February, the president pointed 
out, and the contractors’ bids should be re- 
turned by the latter part of that month. 


The new dormitory is estimated to cost ap- 
proximately $200,000. 


COUNSELING WORKSHOP 


Maxton, N. C. — A counseling workshop, 
with Dr. William B. Oglesby, Jr., professor of 
pastoral counseling at Union Theological Sem- 
inary, Richmond, Va., as leader, will be spon- 


_ sored by Fayetteville Presbytery at Presbyterian 


Junior College on January 24 and 25. Ministers 
from, over the Presbytery and Synod and lay- 
men and women who are interested in religious 
counseling, especially Sunday School teachers 
and church officers, are invited to take part. 
The conference sessions will begin at 9:00 a. m. 
on Monday, January 24, and continue until 
4:30 p. m. on Tuesday, January 25. Those at- 
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tending from a distance may arrange to stay 
overnight at the college and meals may be had 
at the college cafeteria at the student rates. 
There will be a popular meeting at 10:00 a. m. 
on Monday, January 24, to which the public 
is cordially invited. 


UNION THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY FELLOWSHIPS 


Dr. Ben R. Lacy, Jr., President of Union 
Theological Seminary, announced today that 
Fellowships for graduate study have _ been 
awarded to the following students: John Gam- 
ble Gibbs, North Wilkesboro, N. C.; William 
Lancaster Hales, Colonial Heights, Va.; John 
Rufus King, Richmond, Va.; Arthur Morgan 
Lindsay, Greenville, S. C.; Earle Dukes Roberts, 
Athens, Ga.; and Donald Woods Shriver, Jr., 
Norfolk, Va. 


The Fellowships are awarded to the members 
of the Senior Class on the basis of their dis- 
tinguished merit and exceptional promise of 
efficiency in the ministry. 


NASHVILLE, Tenn., Jan. 7— (PN) — The 
Rev. and Mrs. William C. Washburn of our Congo 
Mission, announce the birth of a son, James Daniel, 
on December 25, according to word received here 
at the Board of World Missions recently. 


Mr. Washburn, a member of Brazos Presbytery, 
was born in the Congo where his parents were 
missionaries in our Church. He is a graduate of 
Austin College in Sherman, Texas, and of Austin 
Seminary in Austin, Texas. During 1945-48, he 
did post-graduate work at the University of Texas 
in Austin. Mr. and Mrs. Washburn went to the 
Congo in 1948. 


Mrs. Washburn is a native of Beaumont, Texas, 
and attended Austin College. She is a member of 
the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Beau- 
mont. 


The Washburns have two other children, Will- 
iam Avery and Rebecca Ann. 


ATLANTA, Ga., Jan. 17—(PN)—The Rev. 
John H. Sadler, pastor of the Philadelphia Presby- 
terian Church near Forest Park, Ga., yesterday 
(Jan. 16) accepted a call to become minister of 
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church here. The session 
of Philadelphia Church meets January 23 to con- 
sider acceptance of Mr. Sadler’s resignation. 


A native of Paw Creek, N. C., Mr. Sadler has 
served the Philadelphia an, since Feb- 
ruary 1952, when he began his work there as a 
student supply pastor, prior to his ordination. He 
is a graduate of Davidson College, Davidson, 
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N. C., and Columbia Theological Seminary in 
Decatur, Ga. He was ordained by Atlanta Pres- 
bytery in May 1953. 


Both the church which Mr. Sadler leaves and 
that to which he has accepted a call have been 
marked by unusual growth in the last two years. 
Philadelphia Church, under Mr. Sadler’s min- 
istry, has grown from a membership of 199 to ap- 
proximately 300 in two years, and its sanctuary 
renovated during the past year. Kirkwood Church, 
which had gone through a period of difficulties, 
was taken under the supervision of the Atlanta 
Presbytery in 1952 and since that time has grown 
rapidly and recently moved into a new educational 
plant on a new site. Dr. Cecil Thompson, profes- 
sor at Columbia Seminary, has been supply pastor 
for the past several months, and earlier rejuvena- 
tion of the church began under the Rev. P. 4 
Garrison, then assistant stated clerk of the General 


Assembly, Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
Kirkwood Church called Mr. Sadler at a con- 


gregational meeting Jan. 9 He expects to assume 


his duties there about Feb. 15. 


During the past year Mr. Sadler has aided in 
the organization of a new Presbyterian Church in 
Forest Park, having been appointed to serve on 
Atlanta Presbytery’s Commission which organized 
it. This new undertaking was begun in June 1954, 
and has been meeting in Forest Park High School 
library pending securing of a church. 


The Forest Park Presbyterian Church was or- 
ganized in November with 51 members. 


Prior to entering studies for the ministry, Mr. 
Sadler was bookkeeper for the Commercial Na- 
tional Bank in Charlotte for 14 months, and then 
was associated with Southern Bell Telephone Com- 
pany in the commercial engineering department, 
for six years, also in Charlotte. He is married to 
the former Nancy Seanor of Roanoke, Va., and 
Charlotte, and the couple have four children, 


Lynne, 12, Wade, 8, Karen, 5, and Tommy, 2. 


Texas-Mexican Presbytery 
AUSTIN, Jan. 13 — (PN) — Texas-Mexican 


Presbytery formally ceased to exist January Ist 
with its churches being absorbed in the presbyteries 
in which they are located. 


The 46-year-old presbytery, which covered por- 
tions of five Texas presbyteries, transferred 37 
churches to the other presbyteries at the end of 


1954. 


Six churches were transferred to Brazos Pres- 
bytery, six others went to Central Texas Presby- 
tery, and the largest share, fifteen churches, went 
to Western Texas Presbytery. Two Latin Amer- 
ican churches in Dallas Presbytery and one in Mid- 
‘Texas Presbytery had been transferred earlier. 
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Texas-Mexican Presbytery was first organized 
July 30, 1908, because of the language barrier then 
hampering Latin Americans’ participation in the 
geographic presbyteries. “This barrier no longer 
exists and final approval for ending the presbytery 
was voted by the 1954 meeting of Texas Synod. 


The dissolved presbytery held its last formal 
meeting December 16th, with the Rev. Juan C. 
Palacio presiding as moderator. The meeting was 


held in El Mesias, Corpus Christi. 


The presbytery, at its dissolution, had 27 min- 
isters and 2,385 members. 


RALEIGH, N. C.—Dr. William H. McCorkle, 
Atlanta, Georgia, Secretary of Evangelism for the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, will be 
one of the principal speakers for the regional con- 
ferences on evangelism being sponsored by the 
Synod of North Carolina February 8-11. Con- 
ferences will begin daily at 3:30 p.m., held suc- 
cessively in the following churches: February 8, 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, Dr. 
James A. Jones, pastor; February 9, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, the Rev. R. Don 
Carson, pastor; Feb. 10, First Presbyterian Church, 
Fayetteville, Dr. Walker B. Healy, pastor; and 
February 11, Church of the Covenant, Greensboro, 
Dr. J. M. Garrison, pastor. Dr. McCorkle will 
be the speaker at the last two conferences and will 
stress the “Forward With Christ” Program of the 
denomination, which is stressing evangelism, mis- 
sions, and stewardship. 


ALBEMARLE PRESBYTERY 


During a severe blizzard Albemarle Presbytery 
met in the First Presbyterian Church, Washington, 
for its Mid-Winter: Session. A vote on Church 
Union was taken on the second day of debate. The 
count was 27 for and 19 against the proposed 
merger with the Presbyterian Church,,U.S.A., and 
the United Presbyterian Church. Rev. E. Lee 
Willingham is Moderator Elect and Rev. Chas. N. 
Foshee was named Recording Clerk. Commis- 
sioners to the General Assembly will be elected 
at Presbytery’s Spring Session, meeting April 19 
in the Johnson Memorial Church, Tarboro. 

J. W. Hassell, Stated Clerk 


SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
MEETING OF HOLSTON PRESBYTERY 


By L. T. Newland 


Recently I read in one of our church papers 
an explanation of the anti-union vote of eleven 
Presbyteries at their fall meetings. The state- 
ment was to the effect that these Presbyteries 
voted under pressure and for that reason cast 
their votes against union; to be more accurate 
this seemed to be the implication of the words 
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used. In the very next line the editor made 
the simple statement that one Presbytery had 
voted for union. It would seem a fair deduc- 
tion that had all the Presbyteries been free from 
pressure as the one Presbytery was more of them 
would have cast their vote for Union. _ 


The writer of this article did not attend any 
of the meetings of these Presbyteries,— (1 can 
but wonder was the editor of the paper present 
at any considerable number of these meetings 
and therefore was his editorial as factual as he 
would have his readers believe) but I have just 
come from the meeting of Holston Presbytery 
where the vote was 78 against and 23 for Union 
with every qualified voter casting his ballot. 


This is what I observed. The moderator made 
it very plain that not only the vote but the 
whole conduct of the meeting must be fair, 
orderly and courteous. From some of his re- 
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marks at past meetings of Presbytery my per- 


sonal opinion is that he was for Union but 
he scrupulously refrained from stating his views. 
One of the most influential members of the 
Presbytery who is known to be against Union 
was insistent that every right of the voter must 
be safeguarded and the ballots cast in such a 
way that there could be no complaint or criti- 
cism from any one present or from our Church 
as a whole. 


Every voter had to be certified and his right 
to vote proven. One minister who had recently 
come from another Presbytery that had already 
voted was advised to abstain and did so. ‘The 
method of voting was debated until the body 
was fully satisfied and then it overwhelmingly 
decided on a secret ballot. Some wanted their 
votes recorded and full provision was made for 
that. Every possible precaution was taken that 
the vote should be an unimpeachable expression 
of the will of Presbytery. 


The question had been fully debated at the 
fall meeting of Presbytery and at that time the 
vote was scheduled for the January meeting, 
but even so, the right to further debate of the 
question was defended and only when the body 
by a rising and almost unanimous vote de- 
manded that the vote on the pending question 
be taken were the ballots distributed. One more 
precaution was taken: the qualified voters were 
all seated at the front of the church and all 
other members and visitors were seated at the 
back with a division between the two, but even 
more stringent precautions were taken,—the 
voters were checked against the roll in the 
clerk’s hands and then the proposed voters were 
carefully counted and the resultant number 
again checked against the number shown by 
the roll of voters. 


Before voting, a prayer was made and then 
the vote was taken by a secret ballot. The 
tellers were required to count the votes audibly 
before the body and the number of votes cast 
was again checked against the roll of qualified 
voters and only after it was found correct was 
the result announced. It was 78 against and 
23 for Union. 


I am of the opinion that this has been the 
general pattern of voting for all the Presbyteries 
of our Church and when the final result is in 
it will be such a decisive and wholly fair answer 
to the question of Union that this whole matter 
should be considered settled and our great 
Church should turn again to her primary tasks. 
For a union brought about without the full 
and cordial consent of those who are to be 
united cannot bring a blessing to our Church 
or better equip her for her great calling of 
having an honored and Spirit directed part in 
God’s mighty plan of establishing His kingdom 
upon earth. 

L. T. Newland 
Blowing Rock, N. C. 
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NEWS ABOUT OUR 
MISSIONARIES 


NASHVILLE, Jan. 5 (PN)—The Rev. and 
Mrs. Rogers McLane and family will arrive in 
the United States from the Brazil Mission of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., on Jan. 21. They are 
returning for their regular furlough. Following 
their arrival in New Orleans, they will make their 
home during the furlough in Dallas, Texas. 


Mr. McLane is a graduate of Austin College, 
Sherman, Texas, and Austin Seminary. He is a 
native of Kingsville, Texas, and is the son of Dr. 
and Mrs. S. Brooks McLane of the Tex-Mex 
Institute of Kingsville. 


Mrs. McLane is the former Barbara Ann Clark 
of Dallas, and is a graduate of the University of 
Texas at Austin. She is a member of the First 
Church, Dallas. The McLanes have three chil- 


dren. 


RECIFE, Brazil—(PN)—Mr. and Mrs. Will- 
iam L. Brandt of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
mission here, are the parents of a daughter, Alma 


Ruth, born Dec. 7. 


The Brandts have been in Brazil as missionaries 
since August, 1952. Mr. Brandt is a radio special- 
ist and has been working with CAVE—the audio- 
visual studio and center of the Presbyterian Church 
of Brazil—in technical capacity. He has also been 
doing educational work in the North Brazil Muis- 
sion.. 


Both the Brandts call Houston, Texas, home, 
although he is a native of Dallas, and she of Port 
Arthur, Texas. He is a graduate of Rice Insti- 
tute and the University of Texas. Mr. Brandt 
also attended Austin Theological Seminary. 


NASHVILLE, Jan 5—(PN)—Ten mission- 
aries of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., who have 
been on furlough in this country, are now en route 
or soon will be to their stations in Brazil, Japan 
and the Belgian Congo, according to information 


received here by the Board of World Missions. 


Returning to the Brazilian mission fields are 
Miss Edith Foster of Belton, S. C., Miss Charlotte 
Taylor of Staunton, Va., Miss Margaret Carnahan 
of Saint Charles, Iowa, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Wheelock of Iowa and Brazil, and Mr. and Mrs. 
George Hurst of Clifton, Texas and Rockport, Ky. 


Miss Foiter left the United States on Dec. 30, 


to return to the East Brazil Mission. She is a 


native of Spartanburg, S. C., a graduate of Con- 
verse College, and a member of the First Church 


of Spartanburg. Miss Taylor, returning to the 


North Brazil Mission, is scheduled to leave this 
country Jan. 14. She is the director of the Bible 
Institute and vice-director of Agnes Erskine School 
in Recife, and has been in Brazil since 1944, 
when she transferred there from Japan. A native 
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ity on “the dark continent.” 


‘Christ is the only answer to ‘Aftica’ 8 problems, for *f 


need is the basic need of Africa. 


‘Ne BTL Jaunches Africa cam 


January, 1955, marks the beginning of the ivreat POCKET 
TESTAMENT LEAGUE campaign of Scri 
and mass evangelization in Africa. The mounting crisis and the 
pressure of time in Africa are challenging missionary leaders 
who have asked PTL to undertake this far- reg chi i 


hatreds and fears tind expression in criminal assault, race riots - 
and the murderous Mau Mau raids. Africa today is threatened 
with a revolution which might end unlimited meslaneney activ- 


the Belgian and Tanganyika, Serptre 
the six main tribal eX oft 
to English and French. 


PRAY for continent- caviews | 


itu al 


in 8 Tanguages 


ripture distribution 


in 
ries, in addition 


Your prayerful support is the life-blood of this (Sa 
campaign! We urge you to pray as never 


fore for the people of Africa—that the Gospel; 


reach their hearts before it too 


ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Direclar 


The Docket Testament, 


of Staunton, she is a graduate of Mary Baldwin 
College and the Biblical Seminary of New York. 
Her sister, Miss Mary Garland Taylor, is also 
serving in the North Brazil Mission. They are 
the daughters of the late Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
J. Taylor. 


Miss Carnahan is scheduled to return to Brazil 
on January 27. She is a native of Clay Center, 
Kans.,’ but calls Iowa home, and is a graduate 
of Iowa State College. During the year of her 
furlough, she has been living in San Antonio, Texas. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wheelock left the United States 
Dec. 23. He is vice-director of the Agricultural 
School of Gammon Institute, Lavras, and is a 
native of Colfax, Iowa. He received his education 
at Iowa State College and Texas A & M College, 
and has served in Brazil since 1932, helping Bra- 
zilians gain both a Christian faith and a better 
knowledge of the soil and its production. Mrs. 
Wheelock, the former Miss Catherine Bookwalter, 
is a native of Santa Barbara, Brazil, daughter of 
members of a colony of South Carolinians who 
migrated to Brazil after the War Between the 
States. She received her education in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and is the mother of two sons, both living 
in the United States. —TThe Wheelocks made their 


home, during furlough, in Ames, Iowa. 


FEBRUARY 2. 1955 


N.Y. 


Feb. 10 is the scheduled departure date for the 
Hursts, who will be returning to the West Brazil 
Mission. He is a native of Clifton, Texas, and 
a graduate of Louisville Seminary.' Mrs. Hurst 
is a native of Ceralno, Ky., attended West Ken- 
tucky State Normal, and is a member of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Waverly, Mo. ‘They made 
their home, during furlough, at Sherman, Texas. 


Returning to Japan after a regular furlough in 
this country is Miss Elizabeth Buchanan. She left 
the United States Dec. 18. A native of Japan, 
where her parents were missionaries, Miss 
Buchanan is a graduate of Flora MacDonald Col- 


lege, Red Springs, N. C., and is a member of the 


Winchester, Va., Presbyterian Church. She made 
her home in Petersburg, Va., during her furlough. 


Two missionaries are returning to the Congo 
on Feb. 9. These are Miss Margaret McMurry, 
of Sweetwater, Texas, and Miss Nolie McDonald, 
Gadsden, Ala. Miss McMurry is a registered 
nurse, having received her degree from Lubbock 
(Texas) General Hospital. She went first to the 


_ Congo in 1946. Lubbock was home for her during 


her furlough. Miss McDonald is a graduate of 
Woman’s College of the University of North Caro- 
lina, and holds a certificate from Northwest In- 
stitute of Medical Technology of Minneapolis, 
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